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The Delaware River Region is defined by contrasts: the dense and gritty

cities of Trenton and Camden, with their long histories of manufacturing;

the most sparsely populated area of the state, the Pinelands; and the cul-

tural and intellectual magnet of Princeton. Two features, the Pinelands and

the Delaware River, dominate the geography. Composed of portions of the
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Inner and Outer Coastal Plains, the landscape is generally flat, with rolling

hills in the northern portion of the region, where the topography changes

to the Piedmont.

Quakers came early to this area. Their settlements and influence are

profoundly felt throughout the region. In addition to their wonderful archi-

tectural legacy, the Quaker population here, as elsewhere throughout the

state, was active in the Underground Railroad, hastening the demise of

slavery in the country. The Quaker meetinghouse in Woodbury (1715) is one

of the oldest churches in the state and, like most meetinghouses, is built

of brick.

Among the numerous small towns that offer an attractive alternative

to city living are places like Haddonfield, which has one of the oldest his-

toric districts in the state. Not far south from Camden, it offers small-town

amenities close to the hustle and bustle of the city.

Camden has been the focus of significant efforts at rehabilitation,

largely along its waterfront. In the Camden shipyards during World War II,

battleships, aircraft carriers, destroyers, and heavy cruisers were built.

Industry was prominent. These days the effort is to return life to the city

in ways that provide variety and interest, making the city again a destina-

tion for young people and families.

The Pine Barrens, named for the pine trees that grow so prolifically

there and for the resulting scarcity of farms, has less attractive and pro-

ductive soils than elsewhere in New Jersey. The soils are sandy, acidic, and

nutrient-poor. What little agriculture exists there has centered on cran berry

and blueberry production. One million acres of the Pine Barrens were made

a National Reserve in 1978 in order to protect water quality for the region.

This action restricted development and maintained the population at its

sparse levels.

Trenton was established by Quakers in 1679. It was the site of Wash -

ing ton’s first victory in the Revolutionary War and became the state capital

in 1790. Like Newark and Paterson, Trenton suffered from middle-class

exodus after the riots of 1968, coupled with the loss of industrial produc-

tion. The state government is concentrated in the city, but most workers

leave for homes in the suburbs at the end of the day. Recent years have

seen efforts to reverse the long downward spiral. An instance of that effort

was the long-term restoration of the state capitol building, which was a

resounding success and an indication of the city’s potential.

The Princeton area is a center of higher education and research,

spurring development along the Route 1 corridor nearby.
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After participating actively in the founding of the United States, the

Freemasons continued to prosper well into the twentieth century, offering

camaraderie to legions of men in “lodges” or “temples” in urban areas.

Membership peaked during the first decades of the twentieth century,

spurring the construction of many elaborate buildings throughout the United

States. The largest, such as the Temple of the Scottish Rite in Collingswood,

often featured theaters, classrooms, banquet halls, and other public

facilities. If some large temples have languished in recent years, the

Collingswood building has become a preservation success story. It was

purchased by the city and converted into a performing arts center ten years

ago and now offers a full range of concerts throughout the week.
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